Vagueness as found in "Metropolis" news of Jawa Pos newspaper by Dewi, Vonny Susilo
No. 8UKU 
'· I' KE 
VAGUENESS AS FOUND IN 






As Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 
For the Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in 
English Language Teaching Faculty 
By: 
-----~--1 VONNY SUSILO DEWI 
NRP: 1213097131 
UN1VERSITAS KATOLIK WIDYA MANDALA SURABAYA 
FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN 
. ' 
JURUSAN PENDIDIKAN BAHASA DAN SENI 
PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS 
NOVEMBER, 2001 
APPROVAL SHEET I 
This thesis entitled VAGUENESS AS FOUND IN ".METROPOLIS" 
NEWS OF JAWA POS NEWSPAPER prepared and submitted by Vonny Susilo 
Dewi has been approved and accepted as partial fulfillment of the requirement for 
the Sarjana Pendidik:an Degree in English Language Teaching Faculty by the 
following advisor. 
A./~~~-
/ -----~ · Dr. Wuri Soedjatmik:o, M.Pd 
Advisor 
--
APPROVAL SHEET II 
This thesis has been examined by the committee on oral examination with the 
grade of ___ on November 24, 2001. 
Dra. Ruruh "Mindari MPd 
Member 
-~ 
Dr. Ignantius Harjanto 
Chainnan 
Johanes Leonardi Taloko S.Pd 
Member 
' 
il [ '-(};7'-lh~~t_ 
17 ·-







First of all, I would like to thanks to God, who has given me the very best 
thing in my whole life and helped me especially during the preparation and the 
examination of this thesis. As a result, I can finish this fmal task in my study. I 
realize that what I have accomplished carmot be done without His will. 
My special thanks and deepest appreciation also go to the following 
persons: 
1. Dr. Wuri Soedjatmiko, M.Pd , my thesis advisor. Deeply thanks for your 
enormous help, guidance, time, patience, advice, careful correction, and all 
kinds of support in fmishing this thesis. 
2. Hadi Sutris Winarlim, S. Pd and Johanes Leonardi Taloko S.Pd, whose 
comments and suggestions have helped me in accomplishing this thesis. 
3. Special thanks to my parents and all my closest friends, who give the greatest 
support, pmyers, and valuable ideas since the beginning until the 
accomplishment of this thesis. My word of gratitude will never be enough to 
reward their integrity in helping me. 
I admit that this thesis is still far from perfection. I believe the readers' 
critics and suggestions will somehow make it better. 
The writer 
lll 
PBRPUST ... K.AAN 
Unl,.,..l(tlll i<.atnlilr Widya Mandala 
s w•RAYA 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
APPROVAL SHEET I ................................................................. . 
APPROVAL SHEET II ...................................... . 11 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. m 
TABLE OF CONTENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1v 
ABSTRACT ............................................................................... vii 
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Background of the Study ........................................................ . 1 
1.2 Statement of the Problem .................................................. . 4 
1.3 The Objective of the Study .................. . 4 
· 1.4 The Significance of the Study 5 
1.5 Scope and Limitation 5 
1.6 The Theoretical Framework ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. . . . . ... . . . . .. . .. ... ... ... .. . ... . 6 
1.7 Defmition of Key Terms . .. ... ... . .. .. . . .. ... ... .. . .. . . . . .. . ... 6 
1.8 The Organization of the Study .. . . .. ... ... . .. .. . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. ... . .. . .. . 7 
CHAPTER ll: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
2.1 The Newspaper .................................................................. . 8 
2.1.1 The Content of Newspaper .................................. . 9 
2.1.2 The Language of Newspaper ... ... .... ... . . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 10 
2.1.3 Writing the News on Newspaper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
lV 
2.1.4 The Language of Written Journalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 
2.2 The Semantics 
2.2.1 The Meaning ofLanguage ............................................ . 
16 
17 
18 2.2.2 Ambiguity 
2.2.3 Vagueness 
2.2.3.1 The Kinds of vagueness 
.......... 20 
............. 21 
2.2.3.2 The Types of vagueness .......................................... 22 
CHAPTER III: RESEARCH METODOLOGY 
3.1 Research Design 
3.2 The Corpus of Data 
.... 24 
.... 24 
3.3 The Instrument of the Study ... ... ... . . . . . . ... .. . . .. ... . .. . .. .. . ... ... .. . 25 
3.4 The Procedure of Collecting the Data ........................................... 25 
3.5 The Procedure of Analyzing Data ................................................ 26 
3.6 The Technique of Data Analysis ................................................ 26 
CHAPTER IV: FINDING AND INTERPRETATION 
4.1 Data Analysis .................................................. . . ......... 28 
4.1.1 Pakai Sapu Bisa Kopoken ............................................... 28 
4.1.2 Jawa Pos Gelar Try Out Berhadiah . . . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . 29 
4.1.3 Brankas GE Dibobol . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. 31 
4.1.4 Didakwa Malpraktik, Dr. Handi Diadili ................................. 33 
4.1.5 Ide Baru PDAM, Bikin Air Minum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 35 
v 
4.1.6 Pagi Ini Ekspo Pendidikan Anak ......................................... 37 
4.1.7 EPADibuka ................................................................. 38 
4.1.8 Surabaya "Kecipratan" Gempa ........................................... 39 
4.1.9 Kebaya Tradisional, Sanggul Julia Roberts ............................. 40 
4.1.10 Polwillarang Konvoi 6.000 Motor ....................................... 41 
4.2 The Summary of the Data analysis . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 
4.3 Interpretation and the Finding . . . .. . . .. ... ... ... .. . ... .. . .. . . .. ... ... ... .. . .. . ... . 42 
CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
5.1 Summary and Conclusion ..................................................... . 45 





Susilo Dewi, Vonny. 2001.Vagueness As Found In "Metropolis" News of Jawa 
Pos Newspaper. S-1 Thesis. The Faculty of Teacher Training, The English 
Department ofWidya Mandala Catholic University, Surabaya. 
Advisor: Dr. Wuri Soedjatmiko, M.Pd 
Key Words: Semantics, Vagueness, Newspaper. 
One of the media for communication is ne'W'Spaper. It is read by a lot of 
people. Therefore, the journalist must be able to deliver his message as clearly as 
possible so that the readers will not be misunderstanding and misinterpretation. 
However, in some cases, the 'WTiter still finds some vagueness which can cause 
several interpretations of meaning. In this case, the writer takes Jawa Pos 
Newspaper for her thesis to be analyzed by using the theory of vagueness. 
Vagueness itself is lack of specification. There are three problems appear study, 
that are: Is there any vaguene&'> emerging in each news of the "Metropolis" 
section in Jawa Pos Newspaper?; What types of vagueness appear in 
"Metropolis", Jawa Pos Newspaper? ; and the last is which type of vagueness 
most frequently appears in the news of"Metropolis"? 
To answer these problems, the writer utilizes the source about newspaper 
and the theory of vagueness, especially the four types of vagueness, referential 
vagueness, indeterminacy of meaning, lack of specification in the meaning of an 
item, and disjunction in the specification of the meaning of an item as the 
parameter. 
This study uses the qualitative descriptive as the research design. It 
focuses on the understanding the context of the data analyzed in fmding the issued 
of vagueness. The writer seeks to explore the specific issue of vagueness. 
The writer fmds that there are eight out of ten news analyzed in the 
"Metropolis" section contain vagueness. Of the eight news, the two vagueness can 
be categorized as the first type and the sixteen vagueness categorized as the third 
type. The first type reaches 11,1% and the third type reaches 88,9%. Hence, the 
third type, lack of specification in the meaning of an item, is the most frequently 
appears inJawa Pos Newspaper section of"Metropolis. 
At the end of this thesis, the writer concludes that in general, the meaning 
of the words, phrases and sentences used in "Metropolis" are clear. However, in 
some cases, they are still too specific and too general which can cause some 
possible interpretations. Those reasons open the possibility of the emergence of 
vagueness, especially for the first and the third type. 
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